3

ora and Expatriates to the Homeland)

in Dias|

nd Palestinians

e
—_—
=1
—
oy
——
w
=
Lo
—_—
<
=
=]
oy
ot
<
n (=%
Vo
L
—-—
=
L]
2
s
o
e
wn
2]
—
<
o

(Aspiring to Bi

The Palestinian

Community In USA

pii@orange.org




All rights reserved. No part of this book may be reproduced in
any form without permission in writing from the Palestine
International Institute for Research and Services

Contact: the Palestine International Institute

Amman - Jordan

Tel: 00962 65668318

Fax: 00962 65668319

PO.Box: 927906 Amman 11190
Email: pii@orange.jo

Website: www.pii-diaspora.org

Design & Layout: Kattan Advertising Agency, Amman - Jordan & kattan




Palestine International Institute

(Aspiring to Bind Palestinians in
Diaspora And Expatriates to the Homeland)

The Palestinian Community In
The United States of America






10
10

11
11
12
13
14

15
16
17
18
19

20
20
24
26
26
27
29
30

31
31
33
34
40
42
43

Table of Contents

INTRODUCTION AND BACKGROUND

PART I: OVERVIEW OF THE SYSTEM OF GOVERNANCE IN THE UNITED STATES
PART Il: ARAB-AMERICAN IMMIGRATION AND THE ARAB-AMERICAN COMMUNITY
Introduction

History of Arab Immigration
The first arrivals

The First Wave (1880s-1920s)
The Second Wave (1950s-1960s)
The Third Wave (1970s-2000)

Immigrant and Nonimmigrant Flows since 9/11/2001
Religious Affiliation

Education and Work

Organizations

Conclusions

PART Ill: THE PALESTINIAN COMMUNITY IN THE UNITED STATES
Palestinian Presence in the US

Trends in Palestinian Immigration

Distribution of Palestinian Communities

The New York Metro Area

The Chicago Area

The Detroit Area

San Francisco and the Bay Area

Characteristics of the Palestinian American Community
Integration, Alienation and Assimilation

Politics and Activism

U.S. Policies in Palestine and the Middle East

The PLO in the United States

Palestinian Organizations in the United States

The American Federation of Ramallah Palestine (AFRP)



45
46
46
48
49
49
50
50
51
53
54
54
55
55
55
55
55
56

58

The United Palestinian Appeal (UPA)
American Muslims for Palestine (AMP)
The American Task Force for Palestine (ATFP)

The United States Palestinian Community Network (USPCN)

Other organizations

Palestinian US-based Media Outlets
The Journal of Palestine Studies
The Palestine Chronicle

The Electronic Intifada

Prominent Palestinian Americans
Academia

Authors, Poets, Playwrights, and Journalists
Business and commerce

Film and performing arts

Medicine

Music

Politics

Sports

Conclusions

References






INTRODUCTION AND BACKGROUND

This research project aims to gather and provide information that will allow
for a better understanding of the Palestinian presence in the United States,
within the larger context of Arab immigration to the US, and with the hope
of providing a comprehensive overview of the demographic, social and po-
litical circumstances of this community in the US. Certainly, both past and
present challenges have impaired comprehensive statistical studies from
being conducted on the Palestinian community in the US. The first of these
is that the US National Census Survey, which is conducted every ten years,
does not include Arabs or persons of Middle Eastern descent in their classi-
fications, let alone Palestinians' . However, between 1980 and 2000, ances-
try data was collected on the long form of the decennial census and, since
2003, all long form demographic questions, including ancestry, have been
asked on the monthly American Community Survey? .

While Palestinians have historically maintained a constant presence in the
US over the past century, and while this immigration continues, arguably
there have been four large waves of Palestinian immigration to the US.
The first took place during the period between the late 1800s to the early
1900s, the second and third were instigated by the 1948 Nakba and the
1967 Naksa, respectively, while the fourth wave took place between the de-
cades of the 1980s and 1990s. The first of the three waves largely consisted
of Palestinian Christian populations, who immigrated as individuals to the
United States seeking better economic opportunities and financial pros-
perity. Once economic and financial circumstances permitted, these most-
ly young men brought their families to join them. Much of the economic
and financial success of the first three waves of Palestinian immigrants was
gained through individual entrepreneurship and small, private business
enterprises. Many also succeeded in embarking upon both academic and
professional careers.

The fourth wave of immigration, which took place throughout the decades

of the 1980s and the 1990s, proved different in that it was comprised of
mainly younger Palestinians, from all walks of life and from all over the



Arab world, with the sole aim of continuing their education. Many of these
young Palestinians came directly from Palestine (West Bank, Gaza, or the
1948 territories) itself, or from Palestine refugee camps in Jordan, Syria and
Lebanon. These Palestinians were particularly active in Palestinian politics
(as were many of the earlier immigrants, although not as consistently or as
comprehensively). Despite original intentions, many of these young Pales-
tinian students nevertheless ended up settling in the US after graduating,
finding jobs, getting married and establishing a life that included a con-
tinued engagement in the Palestinian national movement though settling
in the US was not necessarily their plan upon arrival for university study.
These four phases summarize the largest “waves” of Palestinian immigra-
tion, if one is to categorize immigration in such terms. Today, Palestinians
continue to immigrate to the US, but not on the scale that took place in the
past or during the time periods previously specified, and not according to
the same incentives and motivations.

Historically, Palestinians in the US have maintained strong ties and affili-
ations with the Palestine Liberation Organization (PLO). Although an offi-
cially registered PLO office was only established on US soil in 1994 (the PLO
Mission to the United States), and only after the signing of the Oslo Accords,
ties with the PLO continued fairly consistently since the organization’s in-
ception in 1964. In the United States, these ties were also maintained with
the establishment of an unofficial Palestinian Information Office, which
was registered with the US Justice Department as a foreign agent in 1978.
Though churches (and later mosques) provided an important gathering
point for these communities and for maintaining social and cultural ties
with other Palestinians and Arabs, the PLO’s institutions in the US would
play a large role in maintaining the strong ties and connections between
Palestinian immigrants in the US and their homeland, and their struggle
for national liberation. The events of September 11, 2001 (9/11) and the
ensuing global political environment would represent a turning point that
would significantly mark and affect the lives, well-being and consciousness
of Palestinian communities, including Palestinian Americans residing in the
US.The direct and open targeting of Palestinians, Arabs and Muslims during
the post-9/11 period fostered a multitude of reactions, with these commu-

nities experiencing a number of transformations.



Concepts, such as American citizenship (with most Palestinians, Arabs and
Muslims in the US being citizens), equal rights and civil liberties, began to
shift. Within this context, Palestinians, Arabs and Muslims in the United
States would enter into an era in their history where they would become
open targets of racial and political subjugation in the US for the first time.

PART I: OVERVIEW OF THE SYSTEM OF GOVERNANCE IN
THE UNITED STATES

The United States is a federal constitutional republic of fifty states that com-
prise the United States of America, as well as one capitol district and sev-
eral other territories. The federal government is composed of three distinct
branches: executive, legislative, and judiciary, whose powers are vested by
the US Constitution in the Office of the President of the United States (as
Head of State and Commander-in-Chief of the Armed Forces), the United
States Congress (House of Representatives and the Senate), and the Federal
Courts, including the Supreme Court.

The executive branch consists of the Office of the President, the Cabinet,
and all other Federal Departments and Agencies. It is commanded by the
President and is independent of the legislature (Congress) and of the judi-
ciary. The President of the United States is elected to a four-year term, and
is limited to two consecutive terms. The President acts as Head of State in
diplomatic relations and as Commander-in-Chief of the US Armed Forces.
As the nation's chief executive, the President oversees foreign policy, ne-
gotiates treaties with foreign nations and appoints ambassadors to other
countries and to the United Nations (UN). The President also appoints
members of the Cabinet in addition to Supreme Court justices and federal
judges, although these appointments must be approved by the Senate,
which oversees specific facets of government and of governance. Mem-
bers of the Cabinet include — but are not limited to - the Vice President, the
Presidential Chief of Staff, the US Trade Representative, and the heads of all
major federal departments and agencies, such as the Secretaries of State,
Defense, the Treasury and the Attorney General, who is the head of the Jus-
tice Department. The President and his/her Cabinet set the tone, agenda



and policy for the entire executive branch and how United States domestic
and foreign policy will be enforced.

Legislative power is vested in the two chambers of Congress: the Senate
and the House of Representatives. The Senate has 100 members, with each
state allowed two representatives, regardless of size or population. The
House of Representatives currently has 435 members, with each state’s
representation is proportional to its population. Each member of the House
represents a specific geographic district within the state, while senators
represent their entire state. Representatives are elected to two-year terms;
senators are elected to six-year terms; and, both can be re-elected in con-
secutive and unlimited terms.

The primary function of these two bodies is to draft, debate and enact bills.
Once a bill or law has been passed by the legislature, the bill is sent to the
President for ratification. If the President ratifies a bill, it immediately be-
comes law. However, if the President vetoes a bill, Congress is not without
recourse. With a two-thirds majority in both houses, Congress can override
a presidential veto. Congress can also investigate pressing national issues,
has the authority to declare war and the power to coin money. It is charged
with regulating interstate and foreign commerce and trade and is respon-
sible for oversight and for maintaining the military, although the President
serves as its Commander-in-Chief.

The judicial branch (or judiciary) includes the Supreme Court and the lower
federal courts, which are mandated to interpret the United States Consti-
tution, federal laws and regulations, and to resolve disputes between the
executive and legislative branches. The Supreme Court is comprised of nine
justices, including the Chief Justice of the United States. Supreme Court
justices are appointed by the President of the United States and must be
confirmed by a majority vote in the Senate. Justices serve for life, barring
retirement, resignation or impeachment.

The federal government's structure was established and is set by the US

Constitution. Two political parties, the Democratic Party and the Republi-
can Party, have dominated American politics since the American Civil War,



although other parties have and continue to exist. Major differences exist
between the political system in the United States and that of most other
“developed” nations’ democracies. These include greater power vested in
the upper house of the legislature (the Senate), a wider scope of power
held by the Supreme Court, the separation of power between the legisla-
ture and the executive, and the overwhelming dominance of a two-party
system. Third parties have less political influence in the United States than
in any other democracy in the “developed” world.

PART II: ARAB-AMERICAN IMMIGRATION AND THE
ARAB-AMERICAN COMMUNITY

Introduction

Arab Americans are amongst the many ethnic groups that make up the
population of the United States. They trace their origins to the Arab World,
which stretches from northern Africa to western Asia. Arab Americans are
as diverse as the 22 countries they come from 3. They have been an integral
part of American society since its inception, and, today, more than 80% of
Arab-Americans are US citizens *.

With an estimated population of 4.2 million, Arab Americans live across the
50 states of the union, although two-thirds reside in ten states, and one-
third of this total live in California, New York and Michigan, with 94% of Ar-
ab-Americans living in metropolitan areas. Detroit, Los Angeles, New York,
Chicago, Washington DC and Northeastern New Jersey are the six metro-
politan areas with the highest concentration of Arab Americans.

Lebanese Americans represent the greater part of the total number of Arab
Americans residing in most of the states, except Georgia, New Jersey and
Tennessee, where Egyptian Americans are the largest Arab group. Ameri-
cans of Syrian descent make up the majority of Arab Americans in Rhode
Island, while Arab Americans in Arizona are mostly Moroccan. The largest
Palestinian population resides in lllinois, while the Iragi and Assyrian/Chal-
dean communities are concentrated in lllinois, Michigan and California.



Contrary to the case with the American Jews, the American Arabs suffer a
problem of defining their identity and of their weak political experience.
Arabs had immigrated to the USA from numerous countries where democ-
racy was still limited and where the local struggle in some Arab countries
on the question of the common Arab identity and the mutual Arab rela-
tionship had left an impact on them. This has led to the question of how to
build an effective Arab community in the USA or in any other Western soci-
ety when the members of this community deny their Arab identity and are
divided among themselves. Besides, how can one address the other none-
Arab and have a dialogue with him/her when the Arab individual himself
lacks the right knowledge about these problems and has no obligation
regard them? How can American Arabs encounter the various challenges
when their common cultural identity is doubtful to the extent, sometimes,
of shunning it in favour of minor identities that give rise to divisions and
conflicts inside the Arab communities? °

History of Arab Immigration
The First Arrivals

While accurate information about the arrival of the first Arabs does not ex-
ist, records show that some Arabs were brought to the “New World” as part
of the slave trade. The first record of slaves arriving to the New World dates
back to the first half of the 16th century. Over the next 400 years, many
more Arabs, particularly from North African countries, would join the 12-15
million others taken into slavery. Many of these slaves ended up in what
would become the states of Georgia and North and South Carolina. It is
difficult to ascertain exactly how some of today’s Arab Americans are re-
lated to these slaves, as slaves were given new names.

With the invention of the steamship and improvements in transportation,
interaction between the Arab World and the Americas increased dramati-
cally during the 1800s. Improvements in transportation not only made im-
migration from Arab countries to the US much faster, easier and safer, it
also made it possible for many Americans to visit the Arab World, and par-
ticularly the Holy Land. The shortening of distances also led to increased



activity by American missionaries in the Arab World, who encouraged Arab-
Christians to further their education in the US.

US World Fairs, popular in the late 1800s and early 1900s, also attracted
many Arab craftsmen and merchants from Egypt, Syria, Lebanon, Morocco,
Tunisia and Algeria, who traveled to the US to exhibit their products. Many
of these merchants chose to remain in the United States; and, today, they
are considered amongst the earliest Arab American immigrants.

The First Wave: 1880s-1920s

During the period 1880-1924, also known as “The Great Migration’, a large
number of Arabs would immigrate to the United States from what was once
known as Greater Syria, which includes present-day Syria, Lebanon, Jordan
and Palestine. By 1924, approximately 200,000 of these “Syrian” Arabs were
living in the United States. The majority of those who came during the
Great Migration were Christian-Arab men, with only an estimated 5-10%
being Muslim. By 1919, half of the Arab immigrants would include women,
which was a much higher proportion than most of the other immigrant
groups. The vast majority of these Arab immigrants suffered economic and
political hardships in their countries of origin, due to the collapse of the silk
trade. Furthermore, most Arab countries at that time were ruled by the Ot-
toman Empire, which was in serious decline. The people in these countries
were heavily taxed and forced to serve in the Ottoman Army. Many of these
“first wave” Arab immigrants settled in cities such as New York, Boston,
Pittsburgh and Detroit, where peddling, textile and automotive industries
promised employment.

Although it is possible to estimate the number of Arab immigrants who ar-
rived in the US during The Great Migration, it is almost impossible to deter-
mine an exact number. These numbers are particularly complicated by the
haphazard and random ways that Arab immigrants were classified during
that period. Because Arab countries are located in both Asia and Africa, and
because Arabs do not have common physical traits, Arabs were classified in
arange that extended from Greek, Armenian, Turk, Ottoman, African, Asian,
and White to European.



Arab immigration, like immigration from all non-European countries,
slowed down around 1917. The decline in US economic growth during
World War | gave rise to negative popular sentiments and a backlash against
immigrants, similar to that which is taking place today. Subsequently, be-
tween 1917 and 1924, the US Congress passed several laws including the
1921 Quota Act and the Immigration Act of 1924. These laws established an
immigration quota system that placed restrictions on immigrants from all
countries except northern and Western Europe.

The Second Wave: 1950s-1960s

The second wave of Arab immigration took place during the post-World
War Il era, and was significantly more diverse than the first wave. Arab immi-
grants who arrived in the US during this period included people from Arab
countries such as Iraqg, Egypt, Palestine and Jordan in addition to Syria and
Lebanon. These immigrants were both Christian and Muslim Arabs, many
were highly educated, and came from urban middle-class backgrounds.
Although strict immigration laws were still in effect, the US made an excep-
tion for this desirable group of educated immigrants.

During this same period, two other groups of Arabs made their way to the
US. Yemenis, who were mostly unskilled single men, came to work in Ameri-
can shipyards, in the mining and car industries, and as migrant farmers in
the valleys of California. A number of Palestinians were also allowed to en-
ter the US as immigrants at this time. Following the creation of the State
of Israel and the ensuing influx of Palestinian refugees, the US Congress
passed the Refugee Relief Act in 1953, allowing 2,000 Palestinian families
to immigrate. Another 985 families were allowed entry between 1958 and
1963. During this period, large numbers of Arab students also began seek-
ing higher education opportunities in the US. Many were offered jobs after
graduating and remained.

Unlike earlier groups of Arab immigrants, who specifically identified with
their country of origin, village, church or mosque, this wave of immigrants
was much more secular in character and imparted a strong sense of a
broader Arab identity. They established national pan-Arab organizations



such as the Organization of Arab Students, as well the Association of Arab
American University Graduates. It was during this period that the “Arab
American”identity began to emerge. This was the time that Arab Americans
also began to become more involved in American politics on both the local
and national levels.

The Third and Fourth Wave: 1970s-2000

In 1965, the US government changed its immigration laws, largely in re-
sponse to the civil rights movement. New immigration legislation, known
as the Hart-Cellar Act, ended all restrictions based on national origin. Soon
after, Arabs would once again join other people from around the world in
entering the US as immigrants seeking new lives and opportunities.

This particular wave of Arab immigration would be the most diverse in
terms of country of origin, religion and socio-economic status. What further
distinguished this wave of Arab immigration was its high percentage of war
refugees and asylum seekers, as many of the new Arab immigrants came
from areas devastated by long and ongoing conflicts, including Palestine,
Iraq and Lebanon.

These immigrants from war-devastated areas were mostly Muslim, urban
middle-class merchants and professionals. Moreover, this wave brought
immigrants from countries whose people had not historically had a large
presence in the US. These included Iragis, who began to flee their country in
droves in the 1990s subsequent to the First Gulf War, the ensuing sanctions
and the economic and political hardships that followed.

Historically, immigration from Sudan and Somalia to the United States was
also rather limited. However, after the 1990s, these numbers increased sig-
nificantly as people escaped wars, poverty, droughts and hunger. These
particular communities continue to grow in Midwestern cities, today, espe-
cially the twin cities of Minneapolis and St. Paul in Minnesota.

Finally, there has been limited immigration from the Arab North African
countries of Libya, Tunis, Algeria and Morocco, as North African Arabs tend



to choose French-speaking destinations for immigration. However, of these
smaller numbers of North African Arab immigrants to the US, most come
from diverse socio-economic backgrounds and the majority chose to settle in
large urban centers like New York, Washington DC, Los Angeles and Boston.

Immigrant and Non-Immigrant Flows after 9/11/2001

The 9/11 attacks on the United States would prove to be a major turning
point, and would have a profound impact on Arab immigration to the Unit-
ed States and in government policy towards Arabs and often Arab Ameri-
cans. There is an assumption that the immigration of Arabs to the US de-
clined after 9/11. However, the numbers of those admitted as immigrants,
and immigrants from Arabic-speaking countries, who became legal per-
manent residents, have actually remained steady at around 4% of the total
number of foreign nationals admitted as immigrants to the United States.

What has dropped drastically after the 9/11 attacks is the number of non-
immigrants issued visas and admitted to the United States as tourists, stu-
dents or temporary workers. The largest drop (70%) has been in the number
of tourists and business visas issued to individuals from Arab Gulf countries,
including Kuwait, Saudi Arabia, Bahrain, Qatar, the United Arab Emirates
and Oman. Similarly, the number of student visas issued to individuals from
Arabic-speaking countries has also dropped substantially, with the great-
est numerical decline (65.3%) associated with student visa applications
originating from the Arab Gulf countries. Egypt and the Arab Gulf coun-
tries were the hardest hit by tighter restrictions, but individuals applying
for non-immigrant visas to the US from Morocco, Jordan and Lebanon have
also been affected.

The causes for these declining numbers have not been fully investigated,
although it can be argued safely that many are associated with tighter re-
strictions put into effect to protect “homeland security”, particularly mea-
sures incorporated into the 2001 Uniting and Strengthening America by
Providing Appropriate Tools Required to Intercept and Obstruct Terrorism
Act (more commonly known as The USA Patriot Act) and its many provisions
regarding visa applicants from Arab and Muslim countries . The USA Patriot



Act gave the government even wider inspective power and changed im-
migration rules to make them more restrictive for applicants from Middle
Eastern countries. Furthermore, and as a result of increased monitoring of
Arabs and Muslims by the FBI and the NSA, the number of deportations
of individuals from Arab and Muslim countries © increased by 31.4% in the
two-year period following 9/11 in the United States 7. Delays in visa pro-
cesses and fears of being discriminated against have also been commonly
cited as reasons for the continuing decline in immigration and non-immi-
grant applications to the US by individuals of Middle Eastern origin. Finally,
while the flow of immigrants has remained steady, albeit slow, the number
of Arab students and visitors to the US has declined substantially.

Religious Affiliation

Although the majority of individuals from the Arab World are Muslim, most
Arab Americans are Christians, and most are either Catholic or Eastern Or-
thodox. According to a 2002 survey, 24% of Arab Americans are Muslim,
63% are Christian and 13% belong to another religion or do not practice
any particular religious faith.

Today, Christian Arab Americans make up 65-70% of the Arab American
community. Among these, 35% are Catholics (Maronites, Melkites and East-
ern Rite Catholics), 18% are Eastern Orthodox (Antiochian, Syrian, Greek
and Coptic), and 10% are Protestant. As previously mentioned, Christian
Arabs from Syria, Lebanon and Palestine were amongst the first of the Arab
immigrants to settle in the US, as early as 1850, albeit in small numbers.
These numbers increased during The Great Migration (1880-1924).

Muslims comprise 25-30% of the Arab American community today. The
Muslim Arab American population includes Sunni, Shi‘a and Druze. Of the
first wave of immigrants from the Arab World to the US, only 5-10% was
Muslim. The rate of Muslim immigration to the US increased during the
second and third waves of immigration, and subsequently decreased after
2001 in relative proportion to the rise in Islamophobia and the dramatic in-
crease in hate crimes against Muslims®. Indeed, Islamophobia has become
a political wedge issue, with candidates pandering to irrational fears of Ar-
abs and Muslims , creating public hysteria in opposition to the building of



mosques, Islamic schools and community centers. However, despite this
reality, many major metropolitan areas are home to sizable Muslim Arab
American communities including Detroit, Chicago, Houston, New York City,
Los Angeles and Washington DC.

Education and Work

Education is highly valued by Arabs and Arab Americans, due in part to a
deep-rooted respect for scholarship in the Arab World. But, the earlier Arab
immigrants (1880-1924) came from rural areas and had very little formal
education. They worked long, hard hours in labor-intensive jobs like ped-
dling. They also found work in factories and grocery stores. Meanwhile,
many of the Arab immigrants who arrived in the 1950s and 1960s already
had a college education and others came as students to obtain college and
post-graduate degrees, and then remained in the US.

Today, 85% of Arab Americans have a high school diploma and more than
40% have at least a bachelor’s degree. Studies also show that 17% of Arab
Americans have a post-graduate degree, compared to the national average
of 9%.

In terms of work, many of the early Arab immigrants made a living by ped-
dling, which was one of the most attractive professions at that time because
it required no capital or knowledge of English, yet it yielded a relatively
high income. Soon after, many became suppliers and service providers,
giving up the road and stationing themselves in certain towns along ped-
dling routes to provide peddlers with provisions and places to rest. Some
opened grocery stores or produce stands. Other early immigrants found
employment in the steel industry in cities such as Birmingham, Alabama,
Buffalo, New York and Pittsburgh and Allentown in Pennsylvania. A large
Arab American community also established itself around the booming auto
industry in the Detroit area.

Today, both Arab American women and men work or are employed in all

fields and domains. Similar to the national average, about 60% of Arab
American adults are in the labor force, with 5% unemployed. Due to a



focused priority on specialized education, many Arab Americans are in
professions such as doctors, lawyers and engineers. 73% of working Arab
Americans are employed in managerial, professional, technical, sales or
administrative fields. 14% of Americans of Arab descent are employed in
service jobs compared to 17% for Americans overall. Most Arab Americans
work in the private sector (88%), although 12% are government employees.

Organizations

When Arab immigrants began arriving to the United States in the 1800s,
they were a very small minority. Like many immigrants at that time, they
lived in their own ethnic enclaves and remained fairly isolated from the
American mainstream. Their children, who attended public schools, felt
pressure to assimilate into mainstream American culture. Many Arab Ameri-
cans changed their names, and spoke their native language and enjoyed
their food only within the confines of their homes. However, despite the
pressure to assimilate, Arab Americans found ways to preserve their culture
and to serve their communities. As early as the late 1800s, Arab Americans
created social and political institutions and organizations to meet their
needs as immigrants, American citizens, activists and professionals.

They also established Arabic-language radio shows and newspapers to
keep themselves and their communities informed and connected. For ex-
ample, the first Arabic newspaper was published in the US in 1892. By 1930,
there were 50 Arabic publications. Early Arab Americans organized religious
and cultural institutions and clubs to socialize with those from their home-
town and to help newcomers adjust to life in America. Examples of early
Arab American organizations included the Syrian Ladies Society of New
York, which was established in 1907 and was dissolved only in 2000; the
Southern Federation of Syrian Lebanese American Clubs founded in 1931;
and the Federation of Islamic Associations of the United States and Canada
established in 1952.

As early as 1930, Arab Americans began organizing annual festivals and

conventions where people came from all over the country to spend a few
days together. One of the largest of these annual festivals is held by the



American Federation of Ramallah (also known as the Ramallah Federation),
which attracts almost 4,000 people annually who trace their roots back to
the town of Ramallah, Palestine.

After the late 1960s and early 1970s, there was a significant increase in the
number of political and social organizations established by and for Arab
Americans, both to improve political participation and to better serve the
communities in which Arab Americans live. One such organization is the
Arab Community Center for Economic and Social Services (ACCESS). Found-
ed in 1971 by a group of volunteers in Dearborn, Michigan, ACCESS has
grown into the largest Arab American human services institution in the
United States. Other important national political Arab American organiza-
tions include the American-Arab Anti-Discrimination Committee (ADC) and
the Arab American Institute (AAl), both founded in the 1980s. Examples of
professional organizations include the National Arab American Medical As-
sociation (NAAMA), the Network of Arab-American Professionals (NAAP),
the Arab Bankers Association of North America (ABANA), and the Arab and
Middle Eastern Journalists Association (AMEJA), amongst others.

Conclusions

Arab Americans have been an integral part of American society for centu-
ries. The first cohesive group of Arab immigrants came to the US during The
Great Migration (1880-1924), and was comprised mostly of Christian villag-
ers from Syria and Lebanon, with fewer numbers coming from Palestine.
Others came after World War Il and were mostly urban, educated, middle
class professionals. Since the 1970s, a new wave of immigrants arrived, and
continues to arrive, mostly from Arab countries devastated by conflicts.

Today, with a population estimated at 4.2 million, Arab Americans are an
extremely diverse group that can be found in every state and in every pro-
fession in the United States. To stay connected, Arab Americans have built
their own political, cultural and social networks, services and organizations,
which help new immigrants with adjusting to their new lives in America, or
fight discrimination or promote the involvement and participation of Arab
Americans in political processes. It is certain that the weakness in the Arab






